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7822 E Epworth Forest Road 
North Webster, IN 46555 
O. 574.834.2871 
F. 574.834.1999 
office@northwebsterumc.org 

Weekly Meetings: 
Tuesdays  

6:00-8:00pm Boy Scouts 
Wednesdays 

5:45-7:00pm Praise Team Practice 
6:00-6:45pm Dinner Church 

6:45-7:45 Study  
7:00-8:30 Choir Practice 

Thursdays 
7:00-8:00am Men’s Breakfast 

6:30-8:00pm GriefShare 
Sundays 

5:00-7:00 Women’s Bible Study 
5:00-7:00 the Youth (not 12/29) 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Sunday, Dec 1–Breakfast 8-11am in Family Center 
Monday, Dec 2–Ark Chicken Noodle Dinner 4:30-7@ Sheilas 
Monday, Dec 9–Trustee’s Meeting 7-8pm in Trustee’s Room 
Tuesday, Dec 10–Naomi Circle 6:30-8pm in Parlor 
Thursday, Dec 12–Rebekah Circle 9:30-11 in Parlor 
Friday, Dec 13–Choir Cantata Dress Rehearsal 5:30-7:30pm 
Friday, Dec 13-Boy Scout Lock In 6pm-Sat 12/14 @ 9am 
Monday, Dec 16-Leadership Council 6:30-8:00pm in Room 11 
Thursday, Dec 19-Ark Christmas Program 6:30-7:30pm in Sanct. 
Friday, Dec 20-Wedding Rehearsal 4pm to 12/21-Wedding 
Sunday, Dec 22-Blue Christmas 3-4pm (Sanctuary) 
Tuesday, Dec 24-Christmas Eve Service 11pm-midnight in Sanct. 
Friday, Dec 27-Community Meal 5-7pm in the Family Center 
Sunday, Dec 29-Combined Service 10-11am in the Sanctuary 
 

 

The NWUMC Vision Statement: Developing 
deeply committed Christians by changing 

lives, transforming communities, and 
renewing the church. 

 

UPWARD PRACTICES starting Dec 1: Sundays 1:30-4:30, Mondays 5:30-8:30pm and Thursdays 5:30-8:30pm 
in the Family Center 

Can’t attend on Sunday, watch online 

Byron’s Blurb 
Something really remarkable happened during WWI. In the early years of the war, a tradition began 
spontaneously across the "no man's land" between the enemy trenches. Captain Robert Patrick Miles, 
attached to the Royal Irish Rifles recalled in an edited letter that was published in the Daily ;’.Mail 
following his death in action on 30 December 1914:  
"Friday (Christmas Day). ...The thing started last night – a bitter cold night, with white frost – soon after dusk 
when the Germans started shouting 'Merry Christmas, Englishmen' to us. Of course, our fellows shouted 
back and presently large numbers of both sides had left their trenches, unarmed, and met in the debatable, 
shot-riddled, no man's land between the lines. Here the agreement – all on their own – came to be made 
that we should not fire at each other until after midnight tonight. ...Not a shot was fired all night." 
Others reported the spontaneous singing of "Silent Night" between enemies.    
Two thoughts come to me. In the darkest of times, God pushes through the hardness of our hearts with 
grace to bring humanity together. Five days later, Captain Miles was killed in the line of duty. Even when 
God pushes through the hardness of our hearts to bring the breath of peace, humanity pushes back against 
the grace of God that brings peace.  
A hundred years later, we witness the darkness of humanity in which the grace of God glows like a candle. 
This is the meaning of Christmas. "For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him." (John 3:17) This hope shines in the darkness. This hope 
will save us. Keep the light burning.   
 

Keep Looking Up,  
Byron 

 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
December 15th –Choir Cantata 9am Service 

December 19th – Ark Christian Preschool Christmas Pageant 6:30pm 
December 22nd – Blue Christmas Service 3pm 
December 24th – Christmas Eve Service 11pm 

 

Thank you all who sent get well wishes and all the birthday cards. Appreciated all. Shirley McCleese 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Irish_Rifles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daily_Mail


 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Christmas gifts for those less fortunate. We are 
partnering with the North Webster Elementary by 
helping to support 15 children with a shirt, pant 
and a toy. You may pick up a tag for the child at the 
front-desk window. Instructions are on the back. 
No wrapping required and you drop off here by 
Tues, Dec 10th or at the NW Elementary before Dec 
12th.            

                                                      

Deb Kemper  12/2 Isabella Johnson 12/17 
Steve Matthews 12/2 Tracy Johnson  12/18 
Tom Hodson  12/4 David Targgart  12/18 
Ann Hardacre  12/6 Peggy Cook  12/18 
Lois Deemer  12/6 LeAnn Harris  12/21 
Norman Glassburn 12/7 Julia Badskey  12/22 
Karen Swanson 12/9 Leila Dailey  12/22 
Don Deemer  12/9 Charles Packer  12/26 
Sandy Wolfrum 12/10 Linda Stookey  12/27 
Liz Pearson  12/13 Gloria Shipley  12/28 
Norma Longenecker 12/14 Joe Gregory  12/29 
Laurie Smith  12/14 Linda Lucas  12/30 
Lee Chrisman  12/17 Sharon Martin  12/31
    
 

Notes from Susan Chamberlin.  Wow! I 
cannot believe it is December. This year has definitely 
flown by. Upward basketball practices will be beginning 
Sunday and Monday, December 1 and 2. Games will 
begin the first Saturday in January. We have a great 
coaching staff and volunteers should gear up for a great 
season. 
Music is in the air as well! The choir is practicing 
diligently to bring you a beautiful worship experience on 
Sunday morning the 15th of December at our 9AM 
service. The third Sunday of Advent signifies joy, and our 
cantata is “Joy Has Dawned”!  Please, come join us and 
bring family and friends.  Remember this is a season of 
joy, but some are hurting.  Ask them to come join you.  It 
may just make the difference in the celebration of the 
Christmas season for someone you know. 
 

 

 

Put Jesus on Your Gift List! 
Please participate in a unique Christmas Eve offering. You may donate 
when you attend the Christmas Eve Candle and Carols service, or you 
may send in your Christmas Eve offering to the church office.   
Where will the Christmas Eve offering be given? The offering never stays 
in the "church coffers." The money will be used to support the 
Henderson Settlement through "The Blessing Quilt" project.  
(www.hendersonsettlement.com) Jerry Lambdin, Director of Mission 
Outreach/Work Camp, spoke at North Webster UMC during worship in 
October. For each gift of $2500 in donations, local volunteers at the 
Settlement create an eight-inch square for a quilt that remembers the 
donor. Work team members and other visitors will see the quilt each 
week, and it will become part of the Monday night program and 
orientation for workers.  
Here is a little history:  In 1925, Hiram Frakes, a Methodist minister, 
came to the Laurel Fork Valley in southeastern Kentucky with a dream of 
educational, economic, and spiritual reform. Local families donated 123 
acres of land, and Frakes started a school for the area. It opened in the 
fall of 1925 with 13 students. That was the beginning of Henderson 
Settlement. The vision has shifted focus over the years to meet the 
changing needs of the community. Today, over 90 years later, 
Henderson Settlement still provides opportunities for the communities 
they serve. 
Remember to Jesus on your gift list and participate in the offering for 
Henderson Settlement.  
 

 

Sunday Night Youth meets the 1st, 
8th, and 15th for "regular" night of 
activities. This month, we will think 
about one of the themes you 
requested - faith sharing.   
 
Food for the 1st is provided by Linda 
Stocky, Dale and JoAnn Clayton; for 
the 8th, Carol Boone; and, for the 
15th, the Shock’s and Ponsler’s. 
 
On the 22nd, we will meet from 
4:00-6:00 pm to have as much light 
as possible to carol. After caroling, 
we will return to the church for 
Christmas Cookies and Cocoa.   
 
Would you like to bake some 
Christmas Cookies for after caroling?  
Please do! Call the church office if 
you would be so kind.  
 

You are all invited to attend our Annual Ark Christian 
Preschool Christmas Pageant on Thursday, December 
19th at 6:30pm in our Sanctuary. All our preschool 
children will be sharing the Christmas spirit in song 
and dance. Come and bring the whole family. 
Refreshments will be served in the Family Center 
after. 

                                                           

                                                   CAMP  
If you are going into the 9th grade, you can attend, "That Thing" church camp.   
When:  June 21-26, 2020            Where:  Epworth Forest Conference and Retreat Center, North Webster 
Lodging: Will be staying in Jubilee and Parkview cabins. 
Cost: $335 registration; $50 food = total $385 per camper   
Payments Due:  First Payment, January 15th, 2020 = $128, Second Payment, March 15th, 2020 = $128, Third Payment, May 
15th, 2020 = $129  Make all payments to "North Webster United Methodist Church"    Memo "That Thing with Camper's 
Name." 

Camp is also available for younger youth:  Check out  https://impact2818.org for all of your options! 
 
 
 
Camp is also available for younger youth:  Check out  https://impact2818.org for all of your options! 
 

Special Events this Month: 

December 15th. Choir Cantata at 9am service (See Notes from Susan Chamberlin for more info) 
 

Blue Christmas – December 22nd at 3:00 pm. 
The Advent season is a time of wonder.  For so many it is a time of hopeful anticipation.  It is a season of 
promise.  The longer nights and the gray clouds seem to provide the perfect background for the lights and the 
tinsel.  The decorations are everywhere we turn.  For so many, this is a time of hopeful anticipation and joy.  But for 
some, Christmas is a harsh reminder of losses they have suffered and life that once was.  For these persons, instead 
of hopeful anticipation, there are cloud of despair.   While so many are ready to sing “Joy to the World,” others are 
mourning.   The Blue Christmas service is designed to carve out a time of quiet reflection and a time to know that if 
you are not feeling “holly jolly,” you are not alone.  Whether it is a change in life circumstances such as illness or 
loss of a job or a relationship, or the loss of a loved one through death, we gather to be reminded that it is okay to 
mourn, even at Christmas.  We also gather to remember that there is Hope we can hold onto in difficult times, and 
that God never leaves us alone in our struggles.  All are welcome to join us on Sunday, Dec. 22nd at 3:00 pm in the 
sanctuary.  Please feel free to invite anyone you know who might benefit from this special service.    
 

Christmas Eve Service – December 24th at 11:00pm. Join us for our annual Christmas Eve Service as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus with readings from scripture, special songs, Christmas Carols, Communion and Christmas Eve 
Offering for Henderson Settlement. For more info re: Henderson Settlement read “Put Jesus On Your Gift List” 
below. 

OFFICE HOURS DURING CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
We will be closed Dec 24th thru Jan 2nd. Regular 
office hours will start Jan 3rd. 


