
Dear North Webster UMC family, 
 
As you may be following the Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) news, you know that people are 
responding and taking precautions. We have three children and spouses in Seattle which seems 
to have been hit very hard.   
 
With the first confirmed cases in Indiana, it's important for all of us to take precautions against 
the Coronavirus, or COVID-19. I invite you to join me in responding to this situation in the 
following ways: 

Pray 
Pray for those that have fallen ill, for the families who have lost loved ones from this virus, for 
medical teams working to contain the outbreak. Pray for a cure. 

Prevent 
• At this time, we will continue communion, but will use the disposable "Lakeside cups". 

• Refrain from handshakes or hugs during "Passing of the Peace." 

• Evan has hand sanitizer available in common areas like lobbies, fellowship halls, and 
restrooms. 

• Evan sanitizes doorknobs, stair rails, and children's areas/toys.  

• Staff persons may work from home if the virus becomes present in our community. 

• Kelly Shock attended an eight hour ServSafe (safe food-handling) class Wednesday, 
March 11. "I'm proud to report that our kitchen practices are up to date and executed 
perfectly per state and federal guidelines. Rest assured that I take great pride in our 
kitchen and housekeeping." 

o Kelly Tip 1.  The main thing you all should keep in mind, and the advice the 
instructor kept saying, "wash your hands-often." While that sounds too simple, 
here's a tidbit I hadn't considered: after washing for the recommended 20 
seconds, use the paper towel to turn off the water. Otherwise, you are putting 
those same washed-off germs right back on your hands. Use the towel to open 
the bathroom door as well. You may find some relocated trash receptacles to 
make this easier.  

o Kelly tip 2.  Viruses cannot be transferred through food. Read that again. Covid 
19 is an airborne virus. Wash your hands correctly and often. 

• It is our desire that everyone continue to attend services and programs. However, if you 
are ill or have been exposed to someone who is ill – please stay home.  

• FYI, you can watch both services, live or archived, on the Internet. A link ("Worship 
Videos") can be found on our website (www.northwebsterumc.org). 
 

http://www.northwebsterumc.org/


Give  
• A consequence of the fear that infection has caused is that our worship attendance has 

dropped and with it our offerings. Please continue to support our church financially.  
The utility bills, mortgage payments and salaries do not stop no matter the worship 
attendance numbers. www.northwebsterumc.org, our website, has a video to show you 
how to make an online contribution to the church.  

• The United Methodist Church has responded to the virus by assisting China with a 
Global Health fund grant through UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). Give 
generously to Advance #3021770 at advance.umcor.org.  

• Also, please consider giving to assist in disaster recovery in Tennessee through UMCOR 
Advance #901670. Donations to both advances can be made online or via check mailed 
to: 458 Ponce De Leon Avenue, NE Atlanta, Georgia, 30308. 

 
 
“Though this situation is serious and demands attention, I encourage you to not fear. Pray, 
prevent, plan, and give, but also place your confidence and trust in our God, who is bigger than 
any outbreak or virus. As people of hope, we endure through prayer for our world and for a 
swift end to this and any other besetting illness in Jesus' name,” Bishop Tremble. 
 
If we may assist you in anyway, please call the church office:  574.834.2871. 
  



 

Here is advice from the World Health Organization:   
Basic protective measures against the new coronavirus. Take care of your health and 
protect others by doing the following: 
 

Wash your hands frequently 
Regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with an alcohol-based hand rub or wash 
them with soap and water. 
Why? Washing your hands with soap and water or using alcohol-based hand rub kills 
viruses that may be on your hands. 
 

Maintain social distancing 
Maintain at least 1 meter (3 feet) distance between yourself and anyone who is 
coughing or sneezing. 
Why? When someone coughs or sneezes, they spray small liquid droplets from their 
nose or mouth which may contain virus. If you are too close, you can breathe in the 
droplets, including the COVID-19 virus if the person coughing has the disease. 
 

Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth 
Why? Hands touch many surfaces and can pick up viruses. Once contaminated, hands 
can transfer the virus to your eyes, nose or mouth. From there, the virus can enter your 
body and can make you sick. 
 

Practice respiratory hygiene 
Make sure you, and the people around you, follow good respiratory hygiene. This means 
covering your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or tissue when you cough or 
sneeze. Then dispose of the used tissue immediately. 
Why? Droplets spread virus. By following good respiratory hygiene you protect the 
people around you from viruses such as cold, flu and COVID-19. 
 

If you have fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical care early 
Stay home if you feel unwell. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek 
medical attention and call in advance. Follow the directions of your local health 
authority. 
Why? National and local authorities will have the most up to date information on the 
situation in your area. Calling in advance will allow your health care provider to quickly 
direct you to the right health facility. This will also protect you and help prevent spread 
of viruses and other infections. 


